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SUBJECT: PLANS FOR NATIONAL SERVICE PR OCRED 
REE: GEORGETOWN 1871, DECEMBER 21, 1973 

1. SUMMARY: MEMBERS OF NATIONAL SERVICE SECRETARIAT ENCOURAGING 
SUPPORT EOR NATIONAL SERVICE THROUGHOUT COUNTRY HAVE PUBLICIZED 
DETAILS OF PLAN NOW SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ON VOLUNTARY BASIS IN 
JULY. EVEN THIS LIMITED VERSION OF NATIONAL SERVICE FACES 
OBSTACLES IN INITIAL COSTS OF PROGRAM AND INCREASING NUMBERS OE 
YOUNG PEOPLE SEEKING TO LEAVE COUNTRY. END SUMMARY. 

2. PLANS TO IMPLEMENT PROGRAM OF NATIONAL SERVICE IN GUYANA 
(REETEL) ARE PROCEEDING DESPITE MANY UNASNWERED POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC QUESTIONS. MEMBERS OE NATIONAL SERVICE SECRETARIAT, 
WHICH WILL BE RESONSIBLE FOR OPERATIONS, ARE TRAVELLING 
THROUGHOUT COUNTRY TO PUBLICIZE AND ENCOURAGE SUPPORT EOR 
PROGRAM. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS OE THEIR REMARKS TO VARIOUS 
GROUPS, NATIONAL SERVICE WILL BEGIN IN JULY 1974 WITH VOLUNTEERS 
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ENOUGH VOLUNTEERS , FORTY PERCENT OF THEM WOMEN, HAVE APPLIED 
EORTHIS INITIAL STAGE. MEMBERS OF NATIONAL SERVICE 
SECRET AIRAT ALSO STATE THAT WORK ON INFRASTRUCTURE AT SITES IN 
INTERIOR, WHERE VOLUNTEERS WILL WORK AND STUDY, IS UNDERWAY IN 
SERVICE, NORTHWEST, UPPER MAZARUNI, AND RUPUNUNI AREAS. 

BEGINNING EEBRUARY 15, AT SITE AT KIMBIA ON BERBICE RIVER 
TWO HUNDRED EIETY NATIONAL SERVICE INSTRUCTORS WILL RECEIVE 
TRAINING. 

3. AT SAME TIME, PRESS CAMPAIGN ENTILED "NATIONAL SERVICE AND 
YOU" ATTEMPTING 

TO ALLAY SUSPICIONS OP MANY MIDDLE CLASS GUYANESE 

AND GUYANESE OF EAST INDIAN DESCENT. CAMPAIGN STRESSES THAT 

NATIONAL SERVICE WILL NOT INVOLVE BRAINWASHING, WILL NOT 

BE COMPULSORY EOR YOUNG CHILDREN, WILL NOT THREATEN PAMILY LIPE, 

AND WILL NOT INTERPERE WITH RELIGIOUS PRACTICES; RATHER, IT WILL 

BUILD NATIONAL UNITY, TEACH SELF-RELAINCE, AND HELP DEVELOP 

NATION. 

4. COMMENT: REPORTS BY CONSULAR SECTIONS AT THIS EMBASSY AND 
CANADAIAN HIGH COMMISSION OP LARGE INCREASE IN VISA APPLICATIONS 
BY YOUNG PEOPLE INDICATE GOG UNSUCCESSFUL SO FAR IN EFFORT TO 
GAIN ACCEPTANCE OF NATIONAL SERVICE. ANY EFPORT TO MAKE NATIONAL 
SERVICE COMPULSORY OR EVEN PERCEPTION BY GUYANESE THAT IT WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE MADE COMPULSORY WILL ONLY DRIVE OUT MORE 
RAPIDLY THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE NEEDED TO BUILD COUNTRY.GUYANA'S 
CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS ALSO POSES PROBLEMS EOR NATIONAL SERVICE. 
BUILDING OP INFRASTRUCTURE AT SITES IN INTERIOR WILL HAVE HIGH 
INITIAL COST, REPORTEDLY ESTIMATED AT TEN MILLION DOLLARS 
(GUYANA) BY NATIONAL SERVICE STAPP MEMBER. 1974 BUDGET INCLUDES 
ONE MILION DOLLARS (GUYANA) EOR NATIONAL SERVICE ADDING 
PURTHER BURDEN TO ALREADY STRAINED BUDGET. KING 
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